A Word from the Dean

Under Construction

If I could drape a banner for the year across the west end
of the Cathedral, it would say in
bold letters, “Under Construc-
tion.” Of course that’s obvious
to everyone who comes to the
Cathedral these days. The north
side is a sea of fencing, and if
you happened to make your way
into the Dean’s office you would
be rewarded with the best view
anywhere of an impressive red-
clay hole in the ground growing
deeper and wider by the day.

On the Close we are experiencing minor inconvenienc-
es—traffic rerouted, entry ways blocked, programs being
moved and modified to accommodate the new work. Our
friends at National Cathedral School, I know, are missing
the beautiful sloping hillside as much as we are.

But we're on our way to a vital enhancement in the
Cathedral’s ministry and the life of the Close. We say that
we're building a new parking garage, but actually what
we're creating is a massive act of hospitality. We are going
through the momentary dislocations of a season of con-
struction in order to become a more welcoming place for
people from across the city and the nation. Parking alone
doesn’t do that, but it helps!

The garage is only the most tangible building project
going on at the Cathedral. In fact the primary work of the
year is what we might call “spiritual construction.” What
does it mean to be a cathedral in the 21st century? Who and
what are we on Mount St. Alban called to be? Where is
God’s Spirit leading us? Those are the big questions for this
year, and answering them will entail digging down, laying
foundations, and preparing to build.

At the center of my prayer these weeks has been a pas-
sage from the First Letter of Peter in the New Testament:
“Come to him, a living stone, . . . and like living stones let

Continues inside, page 2, column A

Cathedral Voice Begins

One of the tangible signs of our construction work for
this year is the newsletter youre holding in your hand. In
my conversations around the Close I've been struck by how
many communities there are in the Cathedral—volunteers,
staff, lay Eucharistic min-
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flower guilds, and many
more—and also by how
little people in different
corners of our life know
about what is happen-
ing beyond their own
group. I believe we are
being called to be a more
tightly-knit community as
we shape the Cathedral’s
life and ministries for the
future. I hope this newsletter will be one thread to weave
the pieces of our life on the Close together.

“Construction” of the newsletter, like everything else,
will be ongoing. Give us your feedback. What would you
like to see and hear about? What would make it more read-
able, more interesting, more helpful? And if you know of
people who would like to receive the newsletter, let us know.
Send ideas and names to us at PublicAffairs@cathedral.org.

What Are You Hearing?

When a community sets about discerning where God is
leading, creative insights and ideas are needed from every
part of its life. The Strategic Planning Committee and
Dean Lloyd are eager to hear what youre hearing as you
listen for God’s call to this Cathedral, and what reflections
and suggestions you have. For that we have set up a special
email address:

vision@cathedral.org
Send us your thoughts, your hopes, your prayers!



From the Dean, continued from page 1, column A
yourselves be built into a spiritual house...” That has seemed
to me the calling of this moment. It took nearly a century to
create our Cathedral. Now God is calling us to new con-
struction—building the worship, programs, courses, and
ministries that will enable it fully to be the powerful instru-
ment for the spreading of God’s
love it was intended to be.

'This kind of building will call
for a different kind of construc-
tion. Now the stones will be you
and me, and we are going to be
shaped, smoothed, and honed to
be part of a new “spiritual” house. done?

And as this work of construction

unfolds, I believe profoundly that

God will make of us a house worthy of the ministry that
awaits us.

I can’t imagine a more urgent mission for our time than
this building project for our Cathedral. What will it mean
to be a Voice of generous-spirited, intellectually vibrant
Christian faith; a Place of reconciliation; and a People
serving a broken world? What will it look like in the new
century to be a house of prayer for all, a mission church for
this diocese, a church for the nation? Now is the time to
pray, dream, and discern.

In recent weeks I have hosted a series of “Dialogues with
the Dean,” evenings of conversation with members of our
Cathedral community, so that we could reflect together on
this new construction project. The conversations have been

If we were to look back
10 years from now, what
would we hope to have

lively and inspiring for me as I have heard from many of you
of your own hopes and aspirations.

Now a thirty-member Strategic Planning Committee
has begun its work of prayerfully discerning where God is
calling us. They will be carrying on their work throughout
this academic year. But you are essential to this wonderful
construction project, too. We
are eager to hear your reflec-
tions on the future of the
Cathedral. What might we do
together to fulfill the role of a
Voice, a Place, and a People?
If we were to look back 10
years from now, what would
we hope to have done? What
would we have become for our
own spiritual community, our area, and the nation/world?
We've created an email address—vision@cathedral.org—to
make it easy to pass along your ideas.

And now we have this new newsletter to help us stay in
touch.

What an important time to be part of the Cathedral’s life!
A great Cathedral is completed and ready to be put to work.
It is a tremendous privilege to share this Cathedral’s life with
you in these crucial years. And it is a great responsibility we
all share. Rarely has construction seemed so exciting.

St 0 Lo

Sam Lloyd, Dean

Cathedral Birthday Celebration

More than 300 worshipers and visitors joined Dean Lloyd
and the Cathedral clergy in the Rare Book Library to cel-
ebrate the Cathedral’s 98th birthday on Sunday, September 2.

'The annual Cathedral Open House celebration was not
held this year because of the disruption and congestion
caused by the parking garage construction project under-
way on the north side of the Cathedral. Rather than let the
Cathedral’s birthday go unobserved (Open House is usually
held on the weekend closest to the Feast of Michael and All
Angels), it was decided to celebrate with cake and coffee
following the 11:00 AM Eucharist.

“By all accounts everyone enjoyed the fellowship the
low key observance allowed,” said Greg Rixon, Cathedral
director of Public Affairs. “And what better way to begin a
new year of hospitality and fellowship than with a birthday
celebration?”

In his sermon that morning Dean Lloyd emphasized
that the day would begin a new programmatic year for
the Cathedral, a year in which there would be a lot more

“construction” than the building of parking facilities. He
said, “We’re under construction in many other parts of our
life here. This will be a year of planning for the Cathedral’s
future, to discern and begin to create the programs and
classes and events that will offer this city and beyond an
open-minded, generous-spirited, intellectually inquiring,
passionately held Christian faith.”

He added that this fall will also mark a new era of
hospitality—starting with a pot of coffee after every 9 and
1 oclock service. “You .
know, coffee is the second  #
sacrament of Sunday, the
sacrament that says we’re
glad to have gone into the
presence of God together,
that we care about each I
other even if we've never
met before, that we need
each other’s support in
following Christ,” he said.




Evenings with the Dean

In an effort to foster the Cathedral’s life as a “commu-
nity of communities,” Dean Lloyd has instituted a series
of Evenings with the Dean to outline for many constituent
groups his vision and dreams for the Cathedral’s future and
to elicit their views, passions and hopes on the myriad issues
and events that comprise the life of Washington National
Cathedral.

Each evening (formally known as a “Dialogue with the
Dean: An Evening of Conversation”) begins with Evensong
in the Great Choir followed by a reception in the narthex.
At 7 PM guests, usually around 85 in number, assemble in
the Rare Book Library for an hour of discussion. The first of
the evening dialogues on October 4 was attended primarily
by members of the Cathedral’s volunteer governance. The
second included volunteers such as docents, ushers, lay Eu-
charistic ministers, and chaplains. The most recent evening
was attended primarily by members of the Altar Guild, All
Hallows Guild, staff and volunteers of the Cathedral Col-
lege and the Cathedral Center for Prayer and Pilgrimage.

At each evening’s dialogue Dean Lloyd harkens back to
his installation sermon in which he outlined three distinct
missions for the Cathedral moving forward into its next
century. By now many are familiar with the three areas of

possibility he has called A Voice, A Place, and A People: A

Voice of Generosity, A Place of Reconciliation, and A People com~
mitted to Serving. He emphasizes that the Cathedral must
be a place of generous spirited Christianity and a place of
reconciliation.

Among the points he makes about the Cathedral and its
ministries is the fact that Washington National Cathedral,
almost one century old, is a mere adolescent when compared
to the great cathedrals of Europe. Like all adolescents, he
notes, this Cathedral is growing and learning, experiment-
ing with the boundless opportunities ahead of it. In a world
where Christianity is going through monumental changes,
he says, we are in a huge and potent moment in which we
all (as spiritual adolescents in many ways) get to grow up.

New Educational Offerings: The Via Media

Among the many programs at the Cathedral this fall
is a new series of educational ofterings called Via Media.
Named for the Anglican “middle way,” the Via Media
program is intended to develop and nurture a sense of
community among regular worshipers at the Cathedral,
the Cathedral staff and faith seekers who
do not yet have a parish home.

Uniting both traditional and pro-
gressive approaches to faith, Via Media
encourages participants to discern God’s
will and work through Scripture, tradi-
tion and reflection on matters of faith
and spirituality. Central to the program
is discussion of what Christians mean when they seek to live
the gospel ethic of hospitality, healing, and justice for all
people. Via Media is also designed to help build community
through conversations about faith and living while present-
ing what is distinctive about the Episcopal Church’s life,

thought and spirituality, and what it offers society.
'The Cathedral’s Via Media program is coordinated

by Dr. Wayne Floyd, director of the Cathedral College’s

Center for Christian Formation, in conjunction with the

Cathedral’s worship, spirituality, and pastoral care staffs.
Program facilitators include Dean Sam
Lloyd, Cathedral clergy, and local lay
leaders. Both newcomers and longtime
churchgoers are welcome and encouraged
to participate.

. Sessions are held from 12:45 to

2145 PM following the 11 AM Eucharist
each Sunday through November 20 in the

Pilgrim Observation Gallery in the Cathedral’s west towers.

Sessions are free and begin with a shared meal (a s12 box

lunch is available for those who do not bring their own.) To

register call (202) 537-5649 or email wfloyd@cathedral.org.



William Barnwell to Revitalize Role of Canon Missioner

Bob Dylan was right: the times they are a-changin’. Fifty
is the new 30. A cup of coffee has morphed into a half-caf,
skim, no-foam latte. Forget about old-fashioned CDs; we're
an iPod nation. And, of course, Episcopal priests who list
Boston as their last place of employment all speak with
southern drawls.

OK, maybe the last one is a stretch. Sort of.

For the second time in a very few months, the Cathedral
is graced with a charming new senior staff member from
Beantown with a very un-New-England style of pronounc-
ing the letter “R.” First there was Dean Lloyd. Now arrives
William Barnwell, the new Canon Missioner. Like the
Dean, William’s most-recent place of service was Trinity
Church, Copley Square, in Boston. And, like the Dean
again, his roots are in the Gulf Coast.

Most of the similarities end there. William hails from
South Carolina and Louisiana (one state away from the
Dean’s native Mississippi). He and Corinne, his wife of
nearly 30 years, still own a home in New Orleans. Of his
two daughters, stepson and three grandchildren, William
says, “The older I get, the more I realize the importance of
maintaining family relationships. I keep in close contact
with my extended family.”

In his position at the Cathedral, William will establish
and coordinate ministries that address a range of issues,
from poverty and healthcare disparities, to social and eco-
nomic justice, with a focus in the city of Washington and
throughout the capital region.

William’s work will also be infused with a love of educa-
tion. Given that he is a widely-published author and former
English professor at the University of New Orleans, you can
understand why. William will soon introduce The Educa-
tion for Excellence Program (TEEP), based on a concept
he instituted for students in Boston’s public schools. TEEP
tuses summer school with a summer day camp, provides a

safe educational environment, and fosters the love of learn-
ing.

While associate rector at Trinity Boston and Trinity New
Orleans, William developed and fostered The Disciples in
Christ in Community Program (DOCC), an adult educa-
tion curriculum designed to develop an expanding core of
lay leadership. The program, which is now administered by
the School of Theology Programs Center at the University
of the South, is coming to our community. Beginning in
January 2006, running through May 9, the Cathedral will
offer DOCC classes Tuesday evenings from 7 to 9 PM (see
page 6).

Another initiative close to the Canon Missioner’s heart
is the Episcopal Homes for Katrina’s Displaced Persons,
which unites the Cathedral, the national church, Gulf
Coast dioceses and other organizations to provide housing
and services to displaced families. “My office is working
with local Episcopal churches and organizations in re-
sponding to the needs of Katrina’s victims. At the Cathe-
dral, we're planning a major fundraiser which will benefit
a historically black church, Christian Unity Baptist, and
'The People’s Institute, a group dedicated to undoing racism.
Both are located in New Orleans.”

With such an ambitious list of plans, the Office of the
Canon Missioner will truly be a team effort. Rounding out
the office is Ruby Robertson, assistant to the Canon Mis-
sioner, and Eddie Avila, community outreach program
manager. “I'm especially privileged to be working with
Ruby,” says William. “She knows the city quite well and
has worked with other canon missioners in the past. Eddie’s
expertise with the Cathedral scholars garners him the
support of students, parents and staff. He brings valuable
resources to the office.” Dr. Marilyn Tyler Brown is helping
strengthen relationships with government and clergy leaders
throughout the community.

Coming Up

Season of Promise, Songs of Light: An Advent Mini-retreat

Among the many events planned to mark the Advent
season and prepare for Christmas will be a mini-retreat
entitled Season of Promise, Songs of Light led by the
renowned composer and musician, John Bell. Bell is an
ordained minister in the Church of Scotland and a music
leader of the Iona Community in Glasgow. His ecumeni-
cal and inclusive approach to music for worship is only half
of the reason for his success as a church music leader. The
other half is his remarkable power as a leader of song. John
Bell transforms an ambiguous gathering of people and
shapes them into one body, one voice, and one song.

He says, “If the Church does not rehearse and sing
new songs, it will breed disciples who are unfit for heaven,
where the new song is an eternal feature.” All are invited to
prepare for the feast of the Nativity by raising our voices in
new songs of praise. Together all will sing hymns of humble
devotion and joyous preparation as we await Christ’s arrival.
All levels of musical ability — choristers, music enthusiasts,
and shower singers alike — are invited.

Thursday, December 8, 7 pm Free



Blessing of the Animals

Like high school homecoming queens surveying their
courts, two special guests paraded and primped before an
adoring crowd gathered at the Cathedral’s Oct. 4 Blessing
of the Animals ceremony. S'mores and Bayou, rescued dogs
from Hurricane Katrina’s aftermath, received blessings in-
- stead of coronations. Pho-
tographers clamoring to
capture the moment were
forced to employ march-
ing-band-worthy choreog-
raphy to get a good shot.
And, as in homecoming
tradition, the royal pair
showed off their infectious
: spirit to the crowd.

“These animals are well-deserving of a blessing. These
guys have just come out of hell,” said Washington Animal
Rescue League Executive Director Scotlund Haisely, who
has led two rescue operations to the ravaged Gulf Coast
region, including the mission that saved S’'mores, a four-
year-old mixed breed, and Bayou, a two-year-old spitz
mix. “Our efforts will continue as long as animals need to
be adopted.” The league rescued more than 8oo animals
and brought back 55 to its Northwest Washington facility,
including 15 cats, a gerbil, and a pot-bellied pig.

'The Louisiana survivors were part of a contingent of
more than 100 dogs, cats, parrots, rabbits, and guinea pigs
that received blessings and sprinkling of water during the
annual twilight service on the feast of St. Francis of Assisi.

Cathedral clergy and NCS chaplains—Carol Wade,
Howard Anderson, Elizabeth Orens, and Catherine
Powell—like faithful alumni supporting their Alma Mater,
conducted the service and blessings in winning style.

Christmas Services and Passes

Christmas services will be held at 6 pm and 10 PM on
Christmas Eve and at 9 Am, noon, and 4 Pm on Christmas
Day. The g am Christmas Day service is nationally telecast;
check local listings or www.nationalcathedral.org for sta-
tions. Free passes are required for Christmas Eve services
only; check the website for availability and instructions for
requesting passes; a limited number will be available one-
half hour before each service outside the west entrance.

On Christmas Day at 5 pM organists Erik Wm. Suter
and Scott Hanoian will present a special organ recital
featuring organ music for Christmas, including Marcel
Dupré’s Variation on a Noel.

The Month in Review

*Denotes extended
coverage online.

Colorado Major
State Day, Sunday,
October 16.*

Tom Olin’s
Retirement Noon
Eucharist, after 42
years, Thursday,
October 20.

The Rev. Canon
Alan F. Geyer's
farewell Evensong
on Wednesday,
October 12.

The Annual
National Acolyte
Festival, Saturday,
October 8.*

Cathedral Col-
lege lecturer Jean
Bethke Elshtainon ;
“What Is Effective
Faith-Based Politi-
cal Engagement?”
on Wednesday,
October 12.*
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Come Explore the Heart of Christian Faith:
DOCC - Disciples of Christ in Community

Many of us have been exposed to bits of and pieces of the
Christian faith all our lives and never really known what it’s
all about. What difference can Christian faith really make
in our lives? How can we know the depth and power it has
to offer? Is there something fresh and new underneath those
ancient words and beliefs?

Come join Dean Sam Lloyd and Canon William
Barnwell in an 18-week exploration of the heart of Chris-
tian faith called “Disciples of Christ in Community” (or
DOCC). As the principal presenter Dean Lloyd will speak
for approximately 45 minutes each week on the fundamental
teachings of the Christian faith. That will be followed by
an hour-long conversation in a small group that will stay
together for the entire course.

'The goal is to offer an encounter with Christian faith

both in its central teachings and in the experience of Chris-
tian community through the small group interaction.

Our hope is that people who take this course will learn
for themselves the difference Christian faith can make in
the quality of their lives and the living of their days.

DOCC will meet every Tuesday evening beginning
January 10, 2006, and ending May 9, 2006. Potential par-
ticipants who know that they will have to miss more than
two sessions should wait to take the course another year.

Contact Ruby Robertson at rrobertson@cathedral.org
to sign up. As the course will fill quickly, let Ruby know as
soon as possible if you know you want to enroll in DOCC.
For more information, contact William Barnwell at
wbarnwell@cathedral.org.



